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Unsound Files 

About to buy an MP3 player? Here are three reasons why you should hold off. 

Should you get an MP3 
player? When the first 
portable models came 
out a year or so ago, most 
likely you were a little wary 
about spending $200 on an 
untested product. But with 
the explosion of new, better- 
quality MP3 players on the 
market this winter — the 
Nomad, jazPiper, I-Jam, 
RaveMP, Lyra — it must be 
time to buy, right? 

Not so fast. It's true that the second-generation <? 
portables are better than the original Rio. It's a lot 
easier to convert your CD collection into computer 
files and download customized albums onto your 
player. That means you can edit out all the filler 
songs on an album and cut right to the favorites. 
The end result? Portable, CD-quality sound with 
no skipping. Some of the new models even have 
advanced features: FM radios, car adapters and user- 
friendly organizers to sort your songs. 

But there are still drawbacks that make it prudent 
to wait for the next wave to come out before you 
open your wallet. For one thing, most MP3 players 
offer 64 megabytes of memory, enough for about 
an hour of high-quality music. That might be enough 
for a quick jog, but it's not going to satisfy you on 
those road trips. And add-on memory isn't cheap: 
An extra 32MB — that's about a half-hour— on 
Creative's Nomad will run you $89.99. 



Second, there's the issue of compatibility. MP3 
is just one format for digital music. There's also 
Windows Media, Liquid Audio and RealNetworks' 
G2. The music industry's Secure Digital Music 
Initiative has yet to announce which electronic-music 
format it will support. When it does, it might make 
every other format obsolete. Only one device 
currently on the market— RCA's Lyra— is 

upgradable to support new formats. 

And new developments in the pipeline are worth 
waiting for. Look for memory capacity to increase 
significantly over the next year, says Jeremy 
Schwartz, a senior analyst at Forrester Research. 
Most exciting, says Rob Enderle, vice president of 
the Giga Information Group, are MP3 players with 
the capacity to store and play 10 to 12 hours of 
music. These should hit the market some time in the 
next several months. Just in time for that tax refund. 

— Jasoa Jam 
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NOW ^ STODEKTS . CAN make/a dent in their college loans by buying books online. By purchasing their textbooks and other 
; school necessities through www.atUteu.conf s Campus Store, students earn "UniBucks," credits they can use to pay down 
their jban^yer^$l 00 in purchases earns up to five UniBucks; accumulate 25 of them and you can knock your debt down 
by$25 ? Family members can shop and transfer UniBucks to the student's account, too. . . . Thinking of installing a high-speed 
Internet connection? Better visit www.dslreports.com first, where you can search by zip code to see which DSL providers 
currently serve your area. If you want the sKinny on a specific provider, peruse the customer ram and rave sections under 
Alt Reviews ("I found Bell Atlantic's service to be atrocious. I can live without high-speed service until I find someone else 
to give my business.* 1 ) Also check out the Our Verdict section for a Zagat-like compilation of customer feedback and nu- 
merical ratings for DSL providers. ... If you're feeling like the poster child for junk-mai! abuse, register with www.tmtistme. 
com from Populardemand, a site that promises to reduce both the amount of junk mail and the number of unsolicited calls 
from telemarketers you receive by taking your name off mailing lists. In exchange, Populardemand creates a personalized 
.. Webifie^ore deals from your designated areas of interest (from portable electronics to mortgages) are compiled from 
sites around trie Web for your viewing pleasure. 




Get the 
Message 

Now, one mailbox for 
phone, fax and e-mail. 

For business travelers, 
missed messages and 
the trail of faxes that are 
always one hotel behind 
are all-too-familiar 
inconveniences of life on 
the road. But three little 
words could help restore 
a modicum of order 
to the itinerary: unified 
messaging services. 
These Web sites, which 
combine e-mail, voice 
mail and faxes into a 




single mailbox , are 
sprouting up all over. 

Onebox.com (www. 
onebox.com) is one of the 
better unified messaging 
services out there, and 
tfs free. Simply dial the 
number you've been 
assigned, enter your PIN, 
and you can access your 
voice mail. Or you can 
access your mailbox 
through Oneboxxonfs 
Web site. Log on to 
retrieve e-mail and faxes 
and, provided your 
computer has speakers 

and a sound cant, play 
your voice mail messages 
online. A service called 
myTalk.com goes one 
step further. It reads you 
your e-mail and lets you 
respond over the phone. 

— AmyBundenon 
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